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always interests, even if it is not considered a mark of good 
style and great art. 

The handiwork of the publishers is good, and the softer 
sober binding is a relief, after the cholera combinations pre- 
sented in the garb of many new books. 

The House of Egremont. By Molly Elliot Seawell. Illustrated by C. M. 
Relyea. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 1900. $1.50. 

The " House of Egremont " is a historical novel dealing for 
the most part with the court life of James II. at St. Germain, 
and its binding is fittingly somber in tone, and bears a crown 
and the English rose which the "poor king" James had to 
give up. The illustrations are not particularly good, and 
one, the second, is not a faithful accompaniment to the text. 
The book itself is first of all distinctly a good, healthy, clean 
book, and is interesting besides. The author gives us pleas- 
ant touches of humor, bright and warm glimpses of scenery, 
and good descriptions of certain fetes and customs. At 
times she rises to distinct heroism of style, but she cannot 
be called a stylist. One grows weary of being told time 
after time that the hero is not so regularly handsome as his 
half-brother, that the long avenue of oaks at Egremont has 
been cut down, that Bess's voice was loud and Roger's not 
so sweet as Dicky's, and of reading always "poor king" as a 
synonym for James. In the description of the battle of Neer- 
winden the tenses are as maddeningly confused as the red 
jackets on the two opposing sides, and some sentences are at 
best obscure. 

The author is thoroughly in sympathy with the Roman 
Catholic movements of the day, and deals somewhat harshly 
with William of Orange, while presenting James always as 
a dignified, noble figure. This attitude may be due to the 
author's own religious views, and her distinct Toryism is 
probably an inheritance from some English ancestor. The 
setting is good, and she seems to know her country well. 
Happy portrayals are the elevating effect of the chimes of 
Meaux, the happy days of La Riviere, and graceful pictures 
of Michelle at her betrothal and at her marriage. The glow- 
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ing beauty of Bess is warmly, though not voluptuously pre- 
sented, and we are glad to be without the numerous hair- 
breadth escapes of our late writers of historical fiction and 
the streams of blood that flow from their pens. The author's 
heart pardonably leans toward the heroic figure of Berwick 
and the spiritual beauty of his first bride, and sympathy 
with Mary Beatrice in her retirement at St. Germain pro- 
duces a beautiful, gentle, and gracious character. Only at 
her treatment of Mme. de Maintenon may there be some de- 
mur. M. Imbert de St. Amand introduces his account of 
Mme. de Maintenon (in " The Court of Louis XIV.," 
Scribner's, 1893) by the following quotation from M. Ri- 
gault: "Why are we so tender-hearted for Mile, de la Val- 
liere? I greatly fear it is on account of her sin. . . . Why 
are We so hard toward Mme. de Maintenon ? I greatly fear it 
is on account of her virtue." Girardin, Fenelon, Racine, and 
many others show that with purity and piety extraordinary 
for those times she combined grace, some beauty, wit, and 
inimitable fascination. One would rather consider the great 
woman thus than as a cold, unprincipled politician. 

Visiting the Sin. A Tale of Mountain Life in Kentucky and Tennessee. 
By Emma Rayner. Boston : Small, Maynard & Co. 1900. $1.50. 

One of the foremost expounders of literature in this coun- 
try declares that if in a work of fiction a writer is able to 
make his readers believe that wild Indians are to-day using 
their tomahawks on Broadway, he is justified of his work. 
If this be true, then the author of " Visiting the Sin " had no 
need to burden her story with a preface full of apology and 
explanation. If the characters had been made to live for us, 
we would not have paused to question either the dialect or 
incidents. Again, why apologize for dialect, or murder, or 
arson, or superstition, or suicide, or any enormity under 
heaven, when once it is announced that the scene of the 
story is in the mountains of Kentucky and Tennessee? Has 
not everything possible been said against these regions, and 
has not the world believed it all ? An apology was not neces- 
sary, a preface was not necessary; and, coming after the 
stories of finished writers who have written of this region 



